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belonging to God, and therefore to adopt one or
other of the alternatives mentioned. But this comes
to taking our own minds as a measure of the mind
of God. We cannot deny that freedom of will of
which we are innately as conscious as we are of our
own existence; it would, indeed, be immoral to do
so, as the whole of our responsibility depends upon
our possession of that freedom of choice. If we are
asked how we reconcile it with God's foreknowledge,
the answer must be simply, We cannot tell; but to
deny that it can be reconcilable in any way is to
take our finite minds as a measure of the mind of
the Infinite.

In my former lectures I ventured to throw out
some suggestions which I thought might perhaps aid
us a little in endeavouring to form some conception,
however inadequate our highest conceptions must be,
of the overwhelming idea of God. In the attempt
we meet with ideas which, to our finite minds,
appear almost mutually exclusive, and yet they are
all essential, and our ideas would be liable to be
erroneous, perhaps to an important degree, if we
were to discard any.

When, for example, we contemplate God as the
First Cause of all, as omnipresent, as exempt from
limitations of time and space, the idea seems almost
intangible, too abstract to be taken in. We are in